Second skms

I By CARLA
WIESE-SMITH

PROMUCTIVITY Josses
nxsovlated with
hypothermia in sheep
post-shearing may be a

| thing of the past for Mornara
tarmers, Tomy and Mairy
Gerschwin, Caumtegamny
Station, Mumeralla, near
Cootma, thanks 10 @ new
product called Tharmoskin

The Goodwins run a
commercial enferprise of
ahout 220 sheep and a
small number of Angus
catfle on 1heie 405-hectare
home biock plus fease and
agistimen] properties,

The fourth gemeration
farmers have always run
aheep and caitle, hwever,
sheep provide their bigzest
income Lhrough the sale of
woal and aurpius stock.

O average, the sheep
provide bwo-thirds of the
imcoimke and the balance is
e thee catlle,

Cattle have been present
since Mr Goodwin's
grandiather acgulred the

| Angus in 15060, while the
Goodwin Merinos are hased

predaominanthy an the
| Barron fzmily's Adina
b lines, which they have
ised almaost exchisively for
the past 10 years

Mr Goodwin emdeaviours
tor e structurally sound,
fertile, well<covered shewp,

Animals are culled on size,
poat conformation, stvle,
short staple, colour, handie
and anvthing that may
prodigpose the andmal to
fhystrikoe.

r Goodwin sald he atmed
i for th: clip to b a medinm-
|ty pe wool possessing fine
erimp definition and Tensgth
o staple.

Last year his swes
averaged 20 I'I1I:"I"|‘|-|'| hut the
flock averape was 182
miicron, with the wool cut
vsually in the sh to six-and-
sl kilogram range:

The last Countogany wool
sale brought 690 cents &

Fine form at Numeralla

FTER seving a trial
aof Thermoskin twio

Ewes are jolned iy mid-
April to lnmb in September,
Two rams coser about

14400 fo 160 ewes belwesn
them, producing an sverage
af VK per cent lambing,

Countegany Station
comiprises whal Mr
Goodwin calls “well-
improved” pasturea full of
perennlal grasses such as
rye, [escue, oocksfoot and
sub-clovers,

I gesoed wear feed is
plentiful, but tn the past few
dremaght years the
Goodwina have hisd 1o
supplementary feed their
stock with oy amd caills
nils.

Mr Gooddwin also grows
turage f:rups o Turmips

Mr Goodwin (pictured)
applied the Thermoskin
using the Automatic
Spray System.

The Countegany sheep
have anly biad
Thermaoskin applied in
the past couple of
weeks, bul a0 far Mr
Goodwin is happy with
the resalts,

“We have had some
colid, wet weather and
s srvw pnd heavy
frosts,” he said.

“%o far they look to be
halding their condition.”

and aats for winter feed.

Turnips grow well in the
area and are sown for
gracing onky.

Mr Goodwin uses dinest
drill aned minimug U
methods to establish
[rasafure,

Paddocks are sown i
cropes for the Tirst two
years, and then o pasture
i the thivd year.

High analysis lertiliser is
geperally used hut this year
Mr Goodwin s concerned
afoul the high prices for
such fertiliser.

While the country ks goad,
ki i3 slightly saleniom
deflcient, and so each
sheep receives a selenlum
pellet bi-annually

kilegFram.




